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minded, the new school of seamanship dominated the fleet.
At Court there had been a conflict between old ideas and new,
but in the end the new had prevailed; so much so that the main
fleet, lying at Plymouth, had ultimately been authorized to
sail for Spain and fight the Armada in its own waters - strategy
difficult to grasp in those days, though it was self-evident to
Drake and his friends, as it is to us. However, the movement was
prevented by the winds of that unusually stormy year, and the
ships were lying, wind-bound in harbour, when on 19 July
news arrived that the Armada was off the Lizard. For some
hours there was danger of being caught as in a trap, but by a
remarkable and daring feat of seamanship they got their vessels
out of harbour, while the Spaniards delayed. The chance peril
was past.

In size and number of fighting units the two fleets were not
very unevenly matched; but the English had an overwhelming
preponderance of gun-power, their vessels were altogether
superior in sailing qualities - cGod bless them! they are most
worthy ships/ wrote one of the admirals - their crews were
better, and their tactics were of the new school. The Spaniards
were given no chance to grapple and board. The Spanish plan
depended upon Patma, who was waiting with an army and
transports in the Netherlands; and the Armada's instructions
were to join with him, cover his crossing, and land its own army
in conjunction with his. The business of the English fleet was to
prevent the junction with Parma; also to keep the Spaniards
from establishing a base of operations, as they were likely to try
to do, In the Isle of Wight. The two fleets made contact on
21 July and commenced a tunning fight up the Channel, the
Spaniards being forced past the Isle of Wight and their feathers
plucked little by little. On the evening of the twenty-seventh the
Armada came to anchor off Calais, still a more or less intact but
injured and partially demoralized fleet. The following night
they were dislodged from their anchorage by fireships, and the
nest day brought to battle in considerable confusion. For all the
Spaniards* heroism, the English established complete mastery
over them, drove them out of the Channel past hope of a June-,